National Roman Civilization Exam (NRCE)
Study Guide — Intermediate Level

By Connor Harrison and José Molina

This study guide is meant to be good approximation of the material needed to
know for the NRCE exam. It is not meant to be fully comprehensive, but should
cover most things that could be asked on the exam for Roman History and
Roman Life. This guide is adapted from Connor Harrison’s Roman History Notes
and José Molina’s Roman Life Notes.

Please note that Ancient Geography, although asked on the NRCE, is not yet
included in this version of the study guide. Ancient Geography includes, but is
not limited to, directions to and from ancient locations, modern names of
ancient cities (and vice versa), and names and destinations of ancient Roman
roads.



Roman History
By Connor Harrison

MONARCHY (753-510 B.C.)
7 KINGS

- Romulus

o Lineage
=  Mother was Rhea Silvia, father was Mars (the God)
e Romulus and his brother Remus were thrown into the Tiber River,
recovered by a she-wolf, and raised by the shepard Faustulus
e The wife of Faustulus was Acca Larentia
o Romulus and Remus
= Romulus had a brother, Remus
= There was a dispute over where the city would be settled, so Romulus
settled the Palatine hill, Remus settled the Aventine hill
= According to one account, Romulus is said to have seen 12 vultures while
Remus was said to have seen 6, meaning Romulus had superior augury and
had say over where the city should be
= Remus leaps over the walls on Romulus’ hill and is killed by Romulus.
=  Rome is founded on April 21%, 753 B.C.
o Rome under Romulus
= Selects 100 of the most noble and wealthy fathers to be patricians and
senators
= Rape of Sabine Women — to populate city
e Rape of Sabine Women causes Rome to go with war with the
Sabines
e Inone famous story, the daughter of the Capitoline citadel
commander, Tarpeia, lets the Sabines into the city in exchange for
“what they wear on their left arms” - crushed by their shields,
o Sabine Hersilia becomes the wife of Romulus
o Thereafter, Romulus co-rules with the Sabine Titus Tatius
o Death of Romulus
= Legend has it that Romulus disappeared in a storm or whirlwind, during or
shortly after offering public sacrifice on the Campus Martius.
= Realistically, the senators probably killed him.
- Numa Pompilius
Was a Sabine, son-in-law of Titus Tatius

o Unlike Romulus, not warlike
o The nymph Egeria was his lover
o Religious organization

=  Brings Vestal Virgins from Alba Longa to Rome

= Established the Pontifex Maximus, the high priest

= Added January and February to the calendar

=  Founded the Temple of Janus which was open in wartime and closed in
peace



O

Died simply of old age

- Tullus Hostilius

O

O

Was Latin in origin, warlike
Conflict with Alba Longa, Horatii vs. Curatii
= Rome chooses three brothers, the Horatii, to fight against three Alban
brothers, the Curiatii; the victor was to win the war.
= Horatii win, but the Alban king Mettius Fufetius doesn’t obey the rules and
incites a town Fidenae against Rome. Rome is victorious over Fidenae and
has Fufetius drawn and quartered (torn apart by two chariots) for his
treachery.
Albans become a part of Roman population and settle on the Caelian Hill, Alba
Longa is destroyed except for the temples
Tullus builds the first senate house, the Curia Hostilia
A plague falls on Rome, Tullus tries to fix things but does the ceremonies wrong and
is killed when his house is struck by lightning (Tullus dies in a fire)

- Ancus Marcius

o O O

O

Sabine, grandson of Numa Pompilius

establishes a priesthood called Fetiales who were to mediate disputes and declare
war

Declared war on the Latins by means of the Fetiales

Aventine and Janiculum Hills are settled

Established a salt water port at Ostia

Built the Pons Sublicius, the first bridge (wooden) over the Tiber

- Tarquinius Priscus

O

o

o

O

O

O

Legend has it an eagle took his cap and returned it shortly after —an event which
means he would become king.

Tarquinius Priscus was originally from Corinth and originally named Lucumo
Married an Etruscan woman named Tanaquil, they settled in Rome where he took
the name Lucius Tarquinius Priscus

When Ancus died, he told the sons to go hunting — he seized the throne

Was eventually killed by assassins hired by the sons of Ancus Marcius.

Servius Tullius, a protégé of his wife Tanaquil, took the throne

- Servius Tullius

O

O O O O

Legend has it that his head was covered in flame but he felt no harm — Tanaquil
interpreted this as destiny and that he would rule

Created the census in which the people of Rome were divided into 5 classes
Introduced coinage into Rome

Built the first defensive wall — “Servian Wall” —around Rome

Was originally assassinated by his daughter, Tullia the Younger, and her husband,
Lucius Tarquinius Superbus

- Tarquinius Superbus

O

O

Because he had no right to the throne, his reign was based off fear

Built or completed the Temple to Jupiter Capitolinus (perhaps started by Tarquinius
Priscus)

Built the Cloaca Maxima (sewer)



o Finished the Circus Maximus (definitely started by Tarquinius Priscus)
o Rape of Lucretia
= Tarquin’s son, Sextus Tarquinius, raped Lucretia, the wife of Lucius
Tarquinius Collatinus
= This rape caused the city to rise in rebellion led by Lucius lunius Brutus

REPUBLIC (509-27 B.C.)

EARLY HISTORY
o Consuls replace the kings
o Lucius lunius Brutus and Lucius Tarquinius Collatinus are the first two consuls
= Collatinus stepped down because his family name was “Tarquinius”
= Brutus dies while fighting against Aruns, the son of Tarquinius Superbus.
o Publius Valerius Publicola (or Poplicola) became consul in place of Brutus
=  Publicola originally tried to build his house on the Velian Hill but people
were upset with this because they thought it meant he was trying to
become king — he instead built it at the foot of the hill
=  Was consul four times, received the agnomen Poplicola meaning “friend of
the people”.
o First Secession of the Plebs (494 B.C.)
= There are traditionally five secessions of the plebs throughout the history
= |n 494, Plebs succeed to the Mons Sacer (Aventine Hill)
= Menenius Agrippa convinces the plebs to return from the succession
= The Lex Sacrata creates the office of tribune for the plebs (Tribunus Plebis)
o Battle of Lake Regillus (496 B.C.)
= Famous battle that pitted the Romans against the Latin League + Tarquinius
Superbus
= Legend has it that the Dioscuri, Castor & Pollux, led the Romans in this battle
=  Roman commander was Aulus Postumius Albinus (second dictator)
o Battle of Mt. Algidus (458 B.C.)
= Famous battle that pitted the Romans against the Aequi. Lucius Quinctius
Cincinnatus leads a relief effort to rescue Minucius’ army which had been
trapped.
o Gnaeus Marcius Coriolanus
= Earned his cognomen after taking the Volscian town of Corioli (493 B.C.)
= was said to have been very anti-plebeian — allied with the same Volscians he
defeated and marched against Rome (491 B.C.) but was dissuaded by his
mother Veturia and his wife Volumnia
o Laws of the Twelve Tables (451-450 B.C.)
=  From 451-450, twelve tables of laws are completed by the decemviri (two
groups). After this came the second secession of the plebs (449 B.C.)
=  The most famous of the decimviri who was the leader of both commissions
was Appius Claudius Crassus, who was said to have been murdered or died
because of his lust for Verginia
o Lex Canuleia (445 B.C.)
= |mportant law proposed by Gaius Canuleius that allowed for the
intermarriage between plebeians and patricians



o Marcus Furius Camillus
= Soldier and statesman responsible for capturing the Etrurian city of Veii in
396 B.C. after a ten year siege (405 B.C.-396 B.C.)
= Proclaimed “Pater Patriae” and “Second Founder of Rome” after the events
with Brennus (see Allia River)
o Battle of Allia River (390 B.C.)
= The Senonian chieftain Brennus leads the Gauls to defeat the Romans here
and then advances to the city and captures all of it except for the Capitoline
Hill
=  Brennus is said to have thrown his sword down on his scales and proclaimed
“Vae Victis!”
o Lex Licinia-Sextia (367 B.C.)
= Law passed by the tribunes C. Licinius Stolo and Lucius Sextius that makes it
so one of the two consuls can be a plebeian.
CONQUEST OF ITALY
o Great Latin War (340-338 B.C.)
= Romans captured the town of Antium in 338 B.C. and took the rostra (prows
of enemy ships) and attached them to the speakers’ platform in the Forum
First Samnite War (343-341 B.C.)
Second Samnite War (326-304 B.C.)
= Disaster at Caudine Forks, Romans pass under yoke (321 B.C.)
o Third Samnite War (298-290 B.C.)
= Battle of Sentinum (295 B.C.)
e This Publius Decius Mus also sacrifices himself in battle (devotio)
o Pyrrhic War
= City of Tarentum brings in King Pyrrhus of Epirus to fight against the Romans
= Battle of Heraclea (280 B.C.)
= Battle of Asculum (279 B.C.)
= Although the Romans lose both battles, Pyrrhus’ losses in both are so great
that they are fittingly known as "pyrrhic" victories
= Battle of Beneventum (275 B.C.)
o Lex Hortensia (287 B.C.)
= Law made all resolutions passed by plebeians binding on all citizens.
CONQUEST OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
o First Punic War (264-241 B.C.)
=  Marmertines appeal to Rome for help against the Carthaginians
= Battle of Mylae (260 B.C.)
e Romans led by Gaius Duilius win their first naval victory here
e The Romans set up a column in the Forum in Duilius’ honor
= Battle of Cape Ecnomus (256 B.C.)
e Romans under Atilius Regulus and Manlius Vulso defeat the
Carthaginians
= Battle of Bagradas Valley (255 B.C.)



e Romans are defeated by the Spartan mercernary Xanthippus and

Regulus is captured
= Battle of Drepana (249 B.C.)

e The consul of that year Publius Claudius Pulcher is said to have
thrown the sacred chickens into the ocean because they wouldn’t
eat —a bad omen — he is defeated by the Carthaginian Adherbal
here

= Battle of Aegates Islands (241 B.C.)
e Romans led by Lutatius Catulus defeat the Carthaginians (led by
Hanno the Great) here, ending the First Punic War
o Between Punic Wars
= Rome gains control of Sicily after the end of the first war (their first
province)
=  While Carthage has an internal fight, Rome also seizes control of Sardinia
and Corsica (which had been under Carthaginian control)
o Second Punic War (218-201 B.C.)
= Ebro Treaty
e Rome signs a treaty with Carthage in 226 B.C. saying they won't go
north of the Ebro River in Spain
= Hannibal gains command in Spain in 221 B.C.
= Rome becomes affiliated with a town called Saguntum, just south of the
Ebro
= Carthage lays siege to Saguntum in 219 B.C., war is declared
= Battle of Ticinus River (218)
= Battle of Trebia River (218)
=  Battle of Lake Trasimene (217)
e Hannibal defeats Gaius Flaminius, who dies in the battle
= Quintus Fabius Maximus Cunctator

e Was elected dictator after the disaster at Trasimene

e Received the agnomen “cunctator” for the delaying tactics he used
against Hannibal

e Known as the “shield of Rome”

= Battle of Cannae (216)

e Famous disaster at which Hannibal defeats Gaius Terentius Varro
and Lucius Aemilius Paullus (who dies in battle)

= Marcus Claudius Marcellus

e layed siege to and captured Syracuse in 211 B.C.

e One of the three winners of the spolia opima (with Romulus, Cossus)

e Known at the “sword of Rome”

=  Metaurus River (207)

e Gaius Claudius Nero and Marcus Livius Salinator defeat Hasdrubal

Barca
o Hasdrubal Barca is decapitated, his head thrown into the
Carthaginian camp



=  Battle of Campi Magni (Great Plains) (203)
e Scipio (the future) Africanus with fellow commander Gaius Laelius
and the Numidian cavalry commander Massinissa defeat Hadrubal
(son of) Gisgo and the other Numidian, Syphax
=  Battle of Zama (202)
e Battle in which Scipio Africanus and Masinissa defeat Hannibal and
end the Second Punic War
o Third Punic War (149 B.C.-146 B.C.)
= Rome lays siege to the city of Carthage (begins 149)
= Cato the Elder is famous for saying “Carthago delenda est.” (Carthage must
be destroyed).
=  Africa becomes a Roman province in 146 B.C.
o Conquest of Western Mediterrnaean
= Rome has several conflicts in Iberia after the Punic Wars
e Fight with the Lusitanian chieftain Viriathus from 146 B.C.-140 B.C.
e Siege of Numantia (133 B.C.)
o First Illyrian War (229-228 B.C.)
= Rome defeats lllyrian pirates led by Queen Teuta
o Second lllyrian War (220-219 B.C.)
=  Rome defeats lllyria again, this time led by Demetrius of Pharos
o Second Macedonian War (200 -196 B.C.)
= Battle of Cynoscephalae (197 B.C.)
e Titus Quinctius Flamininus defeats Phillip V of Macedon
e Flamininus declares peace and freedom for Greece at the Isthmian
games of 196 B.C.
e Battle shows the superiority of the Legion over the Phallanx
o Seleucid War (192-188 B.C.)
=  Rome makes war with Antiochus IIl of the Selecuid Empire, who was allied
with the Aetolian League and Hannibal
o Third Macedonian War (171-168 B.C.)
= Battle of Pydna (168 B.C.)
e Lucius Aemilius Paullus defeats King Perseus of Macedon
o Battle of Corinth (146 B.C.)
= Romans led by Lucius Mummius defeat the Achaean League and destroy
Corinth
FALL OF THE REPUBLIC
o The Grachhi
=  Were the sons of Cornelia, daughter of Scipio Africanus
=  Cornelia called her sons “her jewels”
= Tiberius Gracchus elected tribune in 133 B.C., attempted to push land law
= Gaius Gracchus, brother of Tiberius, was elected tribune in 123 and 122
o Attalus lll bequeaths his kingdom of Pergamum to Rome in 133 B.C. It becomes the
Roman province of Asia.
o Gaius Marius



= Significant in 1% century B.C. history, Marius was a novus homo from
Arpinum, would hold the consulship seven times, and reformed the Roman
army
e First consulship was 107 B.C., last was 86 B.C.
o War with Jugurtha
=  Several commanders fight him, eventually Marius and his quaestor Lucius
Cornelius Sulla “Felix” are successful when Sulla convinces the Mauritanian
ruler Bocchus | to betray Jugurtha to the Romans (105 B.C.)
= Jugurtha killed in Tullianum in 104 B.C.
o War with Cimbri and Teutones
= Battle of Arausio (105 B.C.)
e Disaster in which the commanders Servilius Caepio and Mallius
Maximus were destroyed by the Cimbri+Tutones
o The Social War (91-88 B.C.)
= Also called the Italian War or the Marsic War
=  Fought over whether or not the non-Roman Italians should have citizenship
» Lex lulia (90 B.C.)
e offered Roman citizenship to all citizens of Italians who had not
raised arms against Rome in the Italian War
= [lex Plautia Papiria (89 B.C.)
e Citizens of Italian communities that had previously rebelled could
now gain Roman citizenship.
o The First Mithridatic War (89-85 B.C.)
=  Fought against Mithridates VI of Pontus who had taken territory in the east
and massacred Italian residents there (Asiatic Vespers — 88 B.C.)
o Sulla's Second March on Rome
= Rome divided by political parties of Populares (popular assemblies and
tribunate) vs. the Optimates (richer traditionalists wishing to limit the power
of the popular assemblies and tribunate)
= Battle of Colline Gate (82 B.C.)
e Battle against the Samnites which solidified Sulla’s control of Rome
=  Sulla remodeled the Republican government
o War with Spartacus (73 B.C.-71 B.C.)
= Thracian slave Spartacus starts a slave revolt in Capua
= Marcus Licinius Crassus (future triumvir) eventually subdues the revolt in
Apulia
o Pompey versus pirates
=  Pompey and Crassus are consuls in 70 B.C. (and 55 B.C.)
= |ex Gabinia (67 B.C.)
e Pompey command against the pirates in the Mediterranean
e Pompey cleared the entire Mediterranean in 3 months in 66 B.C.
o Third Mithridatic War (73 B.C.-63 B.C.)
= Lucius Licinius Lucullus has command against Mithridates for the first part of
the war, Pompey decisively defeats Mithridates



O

Conspriacy of Catiline (63 B.C.)

= Lucius Sergius Catilina tries to overthrow the Republic

= Senatus Consultum Ultimum passed against him

= Cicero writes speeches against him, is most responsible for Catiline’s fall
e Awarded title “Pater Patriae”

o The First Triumvirate (60 B.C.)

= Powerful political alliance formed between Julius Caesar, Marcus Licinius
Crassus, and Pompey the Great
= Julius Caesar
e Bornin 100 B.C., was quaestor in 69 B.C., was pontifex maximus in
63 B.C., and consul in 59 B.C.
e Received a five year governship that allowed him to wage his Gallic
Wars
= Marcus Tullius Cicero, the famous orator, is exiled due to a law passed by
Clodius Pulcher, a tribune under Caesar
= Caesar’s Gallic Wars (58 B.C.- 51 B.C.)
e Most important enemy was Vercingetorix of the Arverni
= The three men meet in Luca in 56 B.C.
e Pompey and Crassus hold consulships in 55 B.C.
e Caesar’s command is extended for five years
= Julia dies in 54 B.C.
= Crassus campaigns against the Parthians, dies at the Battle of Carrhae in 53
B.C.
=  Civil War of Caesar (49 B.C.-45 B.C.)
e Caesar crosses the Rubicon in 49 B.C., igniting civil war, and said
“alea iacta est” — “the die is cast”
e Battle of Pharsalus (48 B.C.)
o Caesar decisively defeats Pompey
o Pompey flees to Egypt where he was assassinated on the
orders of Ptolemy XIlI
e Battle of Zela (47 B.C.)
o After this battle Caesar said "veni, vidi, vici" - "l came, | saw,
| conquered"
e Battle of Munda (45 B.C.)
o Caesar defeats his former lieutenant, Titus Labienus, and
Pompey’s sons
= Caesar’s dictatorship and death
e in 44 B.C. he was appointed dictator for life
e Marcus Junius Brutus and Gaius Cassius Longinus led the conspiracy
against his life, and Caesar was stabbed to death at the foot of the
statue of Pompey on March 15", 44 B.C.
o Caesar while being stabbed was said to have muttered “Et
tu, Brute?” “And you, Brutus?” or in Greek, “Kai su,
teknon?”



e Gaius Octavius (future Augustus) was named sole heir of Caesar
= Second Triumvirate (43 B.C.)
e Formed between Gaius Octavius, Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, and
Mark Antony (Marcus Antonius)
o Ocatvia (sister of Octavius) married Mark Antony
e Cicero, an opponent of Antony, is killed at Formiae
e Legalized by the Lex Titia
e Battle of Philippi (42 B.C.)
o Octavian and Mark Antony defeat Brutus and Cassius, who
kill themselves
e Battle of Naulochus (36 B.C.)
o Marcus Agrippa, famous general of Octavian, defeats Sextus
Pompeius (son of Pompey) in a naval battle off Sicily
e Battle of Actium (31 B.C.)
o Battle in which Octavian and Agrippa defeat Mark Antony
and Cleopatra, who afterwards commit suicide
EMPIRE (27 B.C.— 476 A.D.)
- JULIO-CLAUDIAN DYNASTY (27 A.D.-68 A.D.)
o Augustus (27 B.C.—14 A.D.)
= Celebrated a triple triumph in 29 B.C.

= Extended the boundaries of the empire, annexing Egypt
= Received the title “Pater Patriae” in 2 B.C.
= Disaster at Teutoberg Forest
e 3 legions defeated under the command of Quinctilius Varus
e defeated by Arminius (of the Cherusci)
= Established the praetorian guard
=  Said to have “found Rome a city of brick, left it a city of marble”
= Built the Forum of Augustus
e Had Temple to Mars Ultor
= Agrippa built the Pantheon and Baths of Agrippa
* 3 wives, 2 of significance — Scribonia (2"), with whom he had Julia, and then
Livia (3), mother of Tiberius
e Marcus Agrippa and Augustus’ daughter, Julia, had five kids
o Lucius Caesar, Gaius Caesar, Agrippina the Elder, Julia the
Yonger, Agrippa Postumus
= Lucius Caesar and Gaius Caesar were adopted by
Augustus, but died in 2 and 4 A.D. respectively
= Tiberius (emperor) forced to divorce his beloved
wife Vipsania to marry Julia (Elder)
=  Augustus died at Nola, his ashes placed in his mausoleum
o Tiberius (14 A.D.-37 A.D.)
= Had been a successful general under Augustus with nephew Germanicus
e Germanicus celebrated a triumph in 17 A.D.
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o Germanicus dies in 19 A.D., said to have been poisoned by
the governor of Syria, Calpurnius Piso (who then killed
himself)

Aelius Sejanus
e Becomes Praetorian Prefect in 15 A.D.
e Sejanus tries to kill or exile all members of the family of Agrippina
the Elder
e Sutorius Macro replaces Sejanus as Praetorian Prefect
Two candidates to be the next emperor — Tiberius Gemellus, grandson of
the emperor, or Caligula, a son of Germanicus and Agrippina the Elder
e Caligula made quaestor, Gemellus executed by Caligula at the
beginning of his reign

o Caligula (37 A.D.-41A.D.)

Caligula means “little boot”

Known for the fake invasion of Britain — commanded his soldiers to collect
seashells along the English channel (on the coast of France. His army never
reached Britain).

His favorite horse was named Incitatus - attempted to make consul or a
senator

He was killed by a member of the praetorian guard, Cassius Chaerea

The senate used Caligula’s assassinations to try and restore the Republic
Claudius, the uncle of Caligula, was found hiding behind a curtain in the
imperial palace by the Praetorian Guard who then hailed him as Emperor.

o Claudius (41 A.D.-54 A.D.)

Said to have been lame or handicapped (Cerebral Palsay)
First emperor born outside of Italy (Cisalpine Gaul)
Brother of Germanicus
Completed the annexation of Mauretania
e The general Suetonius Paulinus put down the rebellions (41 A.D.)
Conquered Thrace and began the conquest of Britain.
e The general Aulus Plautius led the invasion of Britain
Celebrated Rome’s 800" anniversary in 47 A.D.
Valeria Messalina - Manipulative and promiscuous third
e She was killed by the Praetorians in 48 A.D
Agrippina the Younger - Fourth wife of Claudius, mother of Nero by previous
marriage
e Claudius adopted Nero, makes him joint heir with Britannicus
Death of Claudius
e Poisoned at dinner with a dish of mushrooms at the instigation of
Agrippina the Younger

o Nero(54A.D.-68 A.D.)

Nephew of Caligula
Had his mother Agrippina murdered (59 B.C.)
Banished and then brutally killed his first wife Octavia
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Great Fire (64 B.C.)

e Said to have “fiddled” while Rome burned

e  Built his Domus Aurea (Golden House)
The general Gnaeus Domitius Corbulo restores order
Revolt of Boudicca (60 A.D.-61 A.D.)
Jewish Revolt (66 A.D.-70 A.D.)

e \Vespasian is sent to restore order
Pisonian Conspiracy (65 A.D.)

e Conspiracy against Nero’s life led by Calpurnius Piso
Death

e Committed suicide in 68 A.D.

EMPERORS OF 69 A.D.

o Galba
o Otho
o Vitellius

Governor of Hispania Tarraconensis
Was supported by Julius Vindex, governor of Gallia Lugdunensis, who
revolted against Nero and supported Galba as new emperor
e Verginius Rufus, commander in Germania Superior, put down the
Vindex Revolt
Ruled starting in summer 68, was killed by the Praetorian Guard on Jan.15,
69 A.D.

Former Governor of Lusitania (modern Portugal)

Ruled in the early part of 69

Defeated at the First Battle of Cremona (Bedriacum) by the forces of
Vitellius, commanded by Valens and Caecina

Killed himself

Commander of the forces in Germania Inferior
Vespasian, commander of the Roman forces in Judaea, gains support
e Supported by governor of Syria, Licinius Mucianus
e Vespasian’s commander, Antonius Primus, defeats Vitellius at the
Second Battle of Cremona (Bedriacum)
e Was killed when Vespasian’s troops entered Rome

FLAVIAN DYNASTY (69 A.D.-96 A.D.)
o Vespasian (69 A.D.-79 A.D.)

Had been a soldier in Britain under Claudius, commanded the Judean forces
against Jewish revolts

Placed an unpopular a tax on public toilet use (the toilets were called
Vespasiani, “Vespasians”)

On his death, said to have proclaimed "Vae, puto deus fio," - "Alas, | think
I'm becoming a god!"

o Titus (79 A.D.-81 A.D.)

Son of Vespasian
Fought for his father in Judaea



Had to deal with several disasters during his short reign
e Mt. Vesuvius erupts in August 79 A.D., destroying Pompeii,
Herculaneum, and Stabiae
e Afire breaks outin 80 A.D.
e A plague struck during the fire
Died of the plague

o Domitian (81 A.D.-96 A.D.)

Younger son of Vespasian, brother of Titus

Completed the Arch of Titus on the Via Sacra, commemorating Titus’ Judean
victories

Completed the Temple of Vespasian and Titus

Gave himself the title “Dominus et Deus”

Fought against the Dacians under their King Decebalus, losing and then
winning a battle at Tapae

Palace slave named Stephanus stabbed him

Suffered from Damnatio Memoriae

- FIVE GOOD EMPERORS ERA (96 A.D.— 193 A.D.)
o Nerva (96 A.D.-98 A.D.)

Chosen by the senate to be emperor after Domitian’s death
Was basically forced to adopt Trajan as his heir
e This establishes the idea of cooptation — adopting someone to be
your heir, not just a blood relative

o Trajan (98 A.D.-117 A.D.)

Born in Italica in Spain

Considered one of the greatest Roman emperors, under him Rome reached

its greatest territorial extent

His wife was Plotina

Conquered Dacians led by King Decebalus adding Dacia to the empire (106)

e Trajan’s column commemorates his victories there — it is built in

Trajan’s forum

Fought the Parthians, sacking their capital city Ctesiphon, adding Armenia

and Mesopotamia to the empire (116)

Given the title of “optimus princeps” by the senate

Died of a stroke in 117 A.D.

o Hadrian (117 A.D.-138 A.D.)

Born in Italica in Spain

Adopted son of Trajan (Hadrian was Trajan’s cousin)

Established a wall in Britain built from the River Tyne to the Solway Firth
Re-built the Pantheon

Was a big admirer of Greek culture (called “Graeculus” — “the Greekling”)
Spent the first part of his reign going on a large tour of the empire

Ashes placed in Mausoleum of Hadrian (the Castel Saint’ Angelo)

o Antoninus Pius (138 A.D.-161 A.D.)

Gained the name Pius because he encouraged the senate to deify Hadrian
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= Married Faustina the Elder
* Celebrated Rome’s 900" anniversary
=  Established a wall in Scotland, north of Hadrian’s Wall
= Ashes placed in Mausoleum of Hadrian
= Of the Five Good Emperors, he ruled the longest
o Marcus Aurelius (161 A.D.-180 AD.)/Lucius Verus (161 A.D.-169 A.D.)
=  Marcus Aurelius was also a stoic philosopher
e Wrote a work, the Meditations
e Idea of being a “philosopher-king”
= His wife was Faustina the Younger
=  Was the last of the five good emperors
= Died at Vindabona, modern Vienna
o Commodus (180 A.D.-192 A.D.)
=  Was made Caesar under Marcus Aurelius in 177 B.C.
=  Was the blood son of Marcus Aurelius
= His sister was Lucilla, his mistress Marcia
= Reign was marked by lavish brothels and general upheaval
=  Was killed on New Year’s Eve, 192 A.D. in a conspiracy involving the
praetorian prefect Aemilius Laetus
o Pertinax (193 A.D.)
=  Brought to the praetorian camp by the conspirators who had killed
Commodus and was proclaimed emperor the day after the assassination
o Didius Julianus (193 A.D.)
= Literally won the imperial thrown when he outbid a rival (Sulpicianus)
= He paid each member of the Praetorian Guard 25,000 sesterces
SEVERAN DYNASTY (193 A.D.-235 A.D.)
o Septimius Severus (193 A.D.-211 A.D.)
= Had a powerful and influential wife, Julia Domna
=  Opened the ranks of the Praetorian Guard to provincials; he also filled up
the Praetorian Guard with his own, loyal troops
=  Went east to Syria where he crushed his rival there, Pescennius Niger at the
battle of Issus (194), then moved back west and defeated Clodius Albinus
(whom Severus had made Caesar so he could focus on Niger) at Lugdunum
(197)
o Caracalla (211 A.D.-217 AD.) Geta (211 A.D.)
= Sons of Septimius Severus and Julia Domna who took control of the empire
= Caracalla had Geta killed by the end of 211
e Geta suffers Damnatio Memoriae
= Established the Constitutio Antoniniana, granting citizenship to all freedmen
throughout the empire
=  Built the extensive and magnificent “Baths of Caracalla”
o Marcinus (217 A.D.-218 A.D.)
=  Was not actually part of the Severan family
=  First non-senator (or was never of senatorial rank) to become emperor



o Elagabalus (218 A.D.-222 A.D.)
=  Was the son of Julia Soaemias, niece of Julia Domna
= Also forced people to worship a black stone from Syria
o Severus Alexander (222 A.D.-235 A.D.)
= Last of the Severan emperors, was the cousin of Elagabalus
= His grandmother Julia Maesa and his mother Julia Mamaea had great power
BARRACKS EMPERORS (235-284 A.D.)
o During this time period, Rome saw many emperors with short reigns
o Maximinus Thrax (235 A.D.-238 A.D.)
= Thracian soldier who succeeded Alexander Severus, was one of the “6
emperors” of 238 A.D. - Gordion |, Gordion Il, Gordion Ill, Puppienus +
Balbinus were the five others of 238
o Gordion Il (238 A.D.-244 A.D.)
= Lived through 238 and became Rome’s sole emperor
o Phillip The Arab (244 A.D.-249 A.D.)
= Celebrated Rome’s 1000 anniversary
o Decius (249-251 A.D.)
=  Known for his harsh prosecution of the Christians
= First emperor killed in battle
o Valerian (253 A.D.-260 A.D.)
= Captured by The Persians under Shapur |
o Gallienus (253 A.D.-268 A.D.)
= Son of Valerian
= During his reign, The Gallic Empire is established by Postumus (260)
independent of the Roman Empire; at its height it contains Germania, Gaul,
Britannia, and Hispania
o Aurelian (270 A.D.-275 A.D.)
= Received the title Restitutor Orientis ("Restorer of the East") after defeating
Zenobia and restoring her Palmyrene Empire in 273
= Received the title Restitutor Orbis ("Restorer of the World") for defeating
Tetricus of the Gallic Empire in 274.
TETRACHY, CONSTANTINE, AND FALL (284 A.D.-476 A.D.)
o Diocletian (284 A.D.-305 A.D)
= Dalmatian peasant whose reign marks the end of the Barracks Emperors
= |nitiated the Tetrarchy in Rome in which the empire was ruled by 4 people,
two of them holding the title of Augustus, two of them holding the title of
Caesar (293 A.D.)
= Diocletian was Augustus in the East, his Caesar was Galerius
=  Maximian was Augutus in the West, his Caesar was Contantius Chlorus
= His patron god was Jove (Juppiter)
= Established the Edict On Maximum Prices
=  Established the Baths of Diocletian
= Maximian and Diocletian jointly abdicate from the throne on May 1*, 305
A.D.
= Retired to Salona (Split), modern day Croatia
15
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Constantine | (The Great) (306 A.D.-337 A.D.)
= Son of the Caesar in the west, Constantius Chlorus — he was proclaimed
emperor in Eboracum (York) when his father died
=  Fought in several wars that developed after the fall of the first tetrarchy
e Defeated Maxentius (son of Maximian) at the Milvian Bridge in 312
A.D.

o Looked up to the sun and saw a cross of light above it, saw
the words "in hoc signo vinces," both phrases have the
literal meaning "In this sign,[you shall] conquer;", used on
shields

= After Milvian Bridge, Constantine had full control of the west and Licinius
had control of the east
= Constantine eventually defeated Licinius in 324 A.D. and was emperor of the
whole empire
= Constantine issued the Edict of Milan that legalized Christianity across the
whole Empire
= Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.) — resolves the Arian controversy
= Constantinople (former Byzantium) became the capital of the empire in 330
A.D.
= |s famously known as the first emperor to convert to Christianity
=  Was baptized shortly before his death in 337 A.D.
After Constantine’s death, his three sons split the empire
Julian (360 A.D.-363 A.D.)
=  Known at the apostate because he tried to restore paganism throughout the
empire
Valentinian | (364 A.D.-375 A.D. in the west)
Valens (364 A.D.-378 A.D. in the east)
= Killed at the Battle of Adrianople (378), crushing defeat for the Romans
against the Ostrogoths
After their father Valentinian I, Gratian, Valentinian Il rule in the west
Theodosius | (379 A.D.-395 A.D. in east; 392 A.D.-395 A.D. in all empire)
=  Was the last emperor to rule both the east and the west
= Made Christianity the official state religion of the empire
=  When he died, his sons split the empire; Honorius ruled in the west and
Arcadius ruled in the east
Romulus Augustulus (475 A.D.-476 A.D.)
=  Qrestes, his father, placed him on the throne
= Traditionally known as the last emperor in the west
=  Deposed by the German king Odoacer in September 476



Roman Life & Customs
By José Molina

The Roman Family

e titor—
O
e géns-—

guardian of underage son or unmarried daughter of pater familias
tator must be of the same géns
group of people with the same némen — common ancestor through males

e stirps — group of people with same cognémen
e agnatio — relation through males

©)

agnati —included one’s wife and the wives of one’s agnati and the adopted
children of oneself and one’s agnatr

e cognatio — blood relation — no legal rights
e cognati

(@]

O 0 O o0 O O o0 o o o0 o0 o

o

pater, patris, m. — father

mater, matris, f. — mother

filius, -1, m. —son

filia, -ae, f. — daughter

frater, fratris, m. — brother

soror, sororis, f. — sister

avus, -, m. — grandfather

avia, -ae, f. — grandmother

patruus, -1, m. —uncle on father’s side
amita, -ae, f. —aunt on father’s side
avunculus, -7, m. —uncle on mother’s side
matertera, -ae, f. —aunt on mother’s side
nepos, nepotis, m. — grandson, nephew
neptis, neptis, f. — granddaughter, niece

e jds osculi —right to kiss — persons within the sixth degree of familial relation have this
e adfinés — relatives through marriage only (adfinitas — relation through marraige)

o

ianitricés, -um, f. pl. — women who married brothers (singular — ianitrix)

e adoptio — adoption of a filius familias or son
e qadrogdtio — adoption of a pater familias

o

extinction of one family to prevent that of another

e patria potestas — power of the father of the household over his family
e pater familids assigned his children their own property, called pecilia
e extinction of potestas

1.

ok wWwNnN

7.

death of pater familias

émancipatio filii/filiae

pater familias’s loss of citizenship

son becomes a flamen dialis or daughter becomes a virgé vestalis

father or child adopted by a third party

daughter passes in manum to her husband

son went into office (would be independent for the duration of his term)

e manus — power of a man over his wife
e wife was considered in locé filiae to husband and took the share of a daughter
e dominica potestas — power of pater familias over slaves and inanimate objects

17



The Roman Name
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praenomen — first name of Roman’s full name
nomen — second name, name of the géns
cognémen — third or last name, name of the stirps
list of abbreviations of praenomina

o A. orAu.—Aulus

o App.—Appius

o D.-Decimus

o C.—Gaius (developed before the letter G was created and C was used for it)
o Cn.—Gnaeus

o K. —Kaeso/Caeso (kept even after K was no longer used to avoid confusion with Gaius)
o L.—Lacius

o M.-Marcus

o M’.—Manius

o Mam. - Mamercus

o N.—Numerius

o P.—Publius

o Q.- Quintus

o S. (later Sp.) — Spurius

o Ser.—Servius

o Sex. (occasionally Sext. or S.) — Sextus

o T. —Titus

o Ti.—Tiberius

o V.-Vibius

foreign nomina
o —acus (e.g. Avidiacus) — Gallic
o —na (e.g. Caecina) — Etruscan
o —énus (e.g. Salvidiénus) — Umbrian or Picene
o —anus/-énsis/—ius — attached to the ends of town names
agnomen — fourth name or nickname (sometimes also called cognémen)
a slave’s name
o genitive of master’s name + -por, -poris (from puer)
= e.g. Marcipor (Marci puer)
freedman was given his own praenémen + master’s nomen + slave’s name
o e.g. Marcus Pompoénius Dionysus, the former slave of Titus Pomponius Atticus



The Roman Marriage

sponsalia — betrothal — maiden was promised to a man by pater familias or titor
sponsus — fiancé, betrothed man — “he having been promised”
sponsa — fiancée, betrothed woman — “she having been promised”
anulus — wedding ring — worn on the ring finger of the left hand because it was
believed that vein went from the finger straight to the heart
breaking of betrothal done through niintius — reptdium rendintiare
infamia — man could not recover his betrothal presents if he broke the betrothal (i.e.
the iron ring, anulus pronubus, or some money, arra)
nubere —term for women used to mean “to marry” — literally “to veil oneself”
in matrimonium dicere —term used for men to mean “to marry” — literally “to lead
into matrimony”
Matronalia — March 1 — Mother’s Day (and Wives’ Day too)
manus — the power of a husband over his wife
o in marriage women passed in manum viri (under the power of her husband)
particularly in the confarreatio
tsus — plebeian form of marriage
o did not involve manus
o wife remained in power of her father, not her husband
o she was allowed property if she stayed away from her husband for the
duration of a trinoctium (three nights)
o a plebeian marriage was condidered promiscuous intercourse and was not a
iustae naptiae (just/legal marriage)
coémptio — mock sale marriage — around since the time of Servius
o libripéns — sale-holder who laid a single coin on a scale
o involved a dowry (dos, détis, f. — dowry)
o had to have 5 witnesses
tunica récta (tunica régilla) — woven on upright loom — bridal tunic
flammeum — saffron veil worn by bride
nodus Herculdneus — knot on bride’s dressed only to be untied by husband
bride’s hair divided into 6 locks by a spear head (hasta caelibaris)
o locks were tied up by ribbons called vittae
confarreatio — most elaborate, religious marriage
o bride and groom brought together by the pronuba, a matron that was
married to her first husband — pronuba joined their right hands — dextrarum
idnctié
o 10 witnesses (gentés of the cdria) present for the dextrarum idnctié
o cumera — covered basket with utensils
* carried by the camillus — a boy who was “patrimus et matrimus” (i.e.
both parents were still living)
o déductio —the taking of the bride to the house of the husband
= public procession —anyone can join
o féliciter —word shouted during déductio to say congratulations or good luck
o on the day of the wedding, the groom was accompanied to bride’s house by
relatives, friends, and clients bound to him in every honor
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o during the déductio, lewd and lascivious verses, called versis Fescennini,
were sung to Talassius (or Talassio) a Sabine god
groom scattered nuts through the crowd as a sign of fruitfulness
husband carried her over the threshold to avoid her tripping over it
woman said “ubi/quando ti Gaius, ego Gaia” (when you are Gaius, | am Gaia)
husband offered fire and water to his wife in the atrium
wife kindled the fire with the torch carried in front of her during the déductio
= unlit torch then thrown into the crowd — lucky possession
o céna naptialis — wedding feast
=  mustaceum — wedding cake — concluded the feast
e meal steeped in must served on bay leaves
o repotia (n. pl.) — second feast the day after the ceremony — wife gave her first
offerings as a matrona
requirements for niiptiae idstae
o pater familias had to give his consent (under Augustus, if he refused, he had
to give a good reason why)
o both partes had to be pdberés (i.e. man had to be 14, woman 12)
o both had to be unmarried (no polygamous marriages)
o could not be closely related — never directly ascended or descended from
each other — no cognates of the fourth degree — no close adfinés
if all the requirements were met, their children would be iasti liberT (legitimate
children) and civés optimé iiire (citizens with the best right)
if one party was not a citizen but had ids conabii (right of marriage)
o marriage was still itstae naptiae
o children took the status of their father
if one party did not have ids condbir
o marriage was niptiae iniustae/matrimonium inidstum
o children took the status of the lower parent
days unlucky for marriage
o the Kalends, Nones, and Ides of every month and the day after each
o all of May and the first half of June (Lemdaria {May 9, 11, 13} and diés religiosi,
days to honor Vesta)
o diés parentalés — February 13-21
August 24, October 5, November 8 — entrance to the Underworld open
o major holidays were avoided but not necessarily unlucky
= women marrying for a second time purposely chose holidays to get
married to be less conspicuous

O O O O O

o

Children and Education in Rome

20

susceptio — “lifting” — act of acknowledging a child

primordia — first eight days of pupus’ life

diés lustricus/diés nominum/nominalia — naming ceremony 9 days after a son’s birth,
8 days after a daughter’s

ctnae, -arum, f. pl. / cinabula, -6rum, n. pl. — cradle

lectica — a litter for carrying a baby by 2 men (also litter in general)



bulla (aurea) — two concave pieces of gold containing an amulet worn around the
neck to protect a child from the fascinatio (evil eye)

o brought over as a custom from the Etruscans

o plebians used imitation of leather not gold

o protected triumphant generals from envy

o crepundia — a rattle — a toy that was composed of several toys tied together

by string that rattled when shaken — monumenta of Terrence — identification

to children
o turbinés — spinning tops
o trochi—hoops
o pilae —balls
o tali—knucklebones for playing jacks

if a man had an educated slave, he could charge people to have their child educated

by him
o he could allow the slave to keep pecilium — monetary presents
elementary schools — taught by a litterator
grammar schools — taught by a grammaticus
schools of rhetoric - taught by a rhétor
pergula — shedlike attachment to public building where class was usually held
teachers were usually slaves or freedmen
o fashionable good teachers had no fees but were paid an honérarium by
generosity of the patrons
schoolday started before sunrise and went until noon
o used candles in the morning
nundinae — market days — no school
paedagdgus —accompanied children to school and tutored them
tirocinium — apprenticeship, or “rookie-ship” (from tiro, rookie)
o tirécinium fori —voluntary apprenticeship to study law
= e.g. Madrcus Caelius Rifus under Cicero
o tirécinium militiae — apprenticeship to study administration and war
= cohors — voluntary staff of young men who accompanied generals
= Caesar’s tironés went back to Rome when he fought Ariovistus
Liberalia — March 17
o man gave up his bulla and toga praetexta (insignia pueritiae)
o tunica récta worn under the toga virilis/pira/libera
o hung his bulla on hearth (to the larés) and put on his toga
o offerings to Liber on Capitoline made — feast
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Roman Dependents: Slaves and Clients
e decuria —a group of 10 house slaves
e hasta — spear — symbol of a sale under a public official
e sub hasta vénire — sub corona vénire — to be sold into slavery
e captives and victims of sacrifice wore garlands on their heads
e mangonés —wholesale dealers — sellers of slaves
e contubernium — slave marriage
e vernae —slaves born in the house
e titulus — scroll around the slaves neck that indentified the slave showing his
character — it served as a warrant for the buyer
o if the slave had defects not in the titulus, he could be returned within six
weeks or the seller would have to pay the purchaser back
o titulus included the age, nationality, diseases (like epilepsy), and tendancy to
thieve, run away, or attempt to commit suicide
o if no warrant was given, the slave wore a pilleus (a cap) and the buyer took all
risks
e /éno — pimp —sold slaves for immoral purposes
e servi pablici —took care of public buildings and acted as servants of magistrates and
priests
e vilicus — slave in charge of latifundia
e (gtriénsis — butler
e ostiarius/ianitor — door keeper (usually chained to the door post)
e ornator/ornatrix — hair dresser
e tonsor —barber
e nomenclator — reminded master of names of people
e dominium — power of master over slaves
e slaves could not be killed without good reason by due process of law
e peculium — property of a slave if so granted by master
e vicdrius —the slave of a slave
e paedagogus —accompanied children to school and tutored them
e scutica/lorum — lash or rawhide made of cords/thongs of leather
e flagrum/flagellum — whip and bits of bone or metal buttons
e furcifer — culprit who carried on his shoulders a log of wood shaped like a V (furca —
fork) with his arms stretched out and his hands tied to the ends of the fork
e fugitivus — fugitive — branded with an F on the forehead — sometimes had a metal
collar around his neck
e ergastulum — prison for slaves to work enchained
e slaves who had murdered or attempted to murder their master were crucified
e carnifex/lorarius — slave to punish a slave
e master could pronounce a slave free before a witness
o pilleus — liberty cap
o former master remained as his patronus
e salitatio — a client’s greeting to his patron in the atrium of the patron’s house
e sportula — basket given to the client by the patron
e tesserae hospitalés — tokens of hospitality exchanged
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The Roman House

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

9)
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Source: Harold W. Johnson’s Private Life of the Romans, edited by Mary Johnson, §192
(modified by me for names, letters, and numbers)

vestibulum — open courtyard between the street and the door to the house
ostium/ianua — door or door way — doors had one huge cylindrical hinge

faucés — passage or entrance to the atrium

atrium (cavum aedium) — main room or center of the house

impluvium — large basin for collecting rain water that fell from the compluvium,

a hole in the roof that allowed light to pass through

alae — “wings” (had no door between it and the atrium) on either side of the atrium
that might contain the imaginés, or wax busts of the family’s ancestors

triclinium — dining room with three couches — customary to have several for the
change of seasons

tab(u)linum — master’s study — separated from atrium by curtains (véla/aulaea) and
the peristylum by folding doors (valvae)

andron — passage between the atrium and the peristylum — avoids the tab(u)linum
in order to give the master privacy

10) taberna — shop where the household sold goods — usually has doors to both the

house and the street

11) cubiculum diurnum — bedroom for midday siesta

12) cubiculum nocturnum or dormitérium — small bedroom or sleeping quarter
13) peristyl(ilum — large open courtyard surrounded by columns

14) latrina — bathroom — always next to culina

15) culina — kitchen — place for slaves to cook
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types of atria

(@]

Tuscanicum — roof formed by two pairs of beams crossing each other at right
angles to form a square hole (compluvium) no columns

tetrastylon —beams of the roof were supported by four pillars or columns at
each angle

Corinthium — beams of the rof were supported by more than four columns
displuvinatum — roof sloped outward to gutters for catching rain water but
still had a complivium

testidinatum — roof with no impluvium or compluvium — probably used
windows in the alae

doors of the house

@)
@)

@)
®)

ianua — door

ostium — front door
ianudrius/ostiarius - doorkeeper
forés —double doors

posticum — back or side door

furniture

(@]

O 0 O o O O o0 o o o0 o0 o

O O O O

lectus/torus — couch or bed

fulcrum — bed post — detachable head or elbow rest

scamnum — foot stool used to reach the bed

sella — stool for one person

subsellium — sella for more than one person (bench)

sella curiilis — “curule seat” with curved legs of ivory, could be folded up
solium — up-right, high-backed chair with solid arms

cathedra — chair with a curved back and no arms

meénsa - table

monopodium — small table with one leg

meénsa delphica — table with three legs

lucerna — Roman lamp that used oil (lampas — Greek lamp)

candélabrum — used to hold several lucernae (originally meant for candélae,
candles or wax-lights)

arca — strongbox or chest kept in the tablinum

horologium — clock

solarium — sundial brough from Greece in 268 BC

clepsydra — water clock (allowed water to pass through at a certain rate filling
it up at marks to tell time)

walls of the house

o

O O O O O O O

opus quadratum — use of larged dressed stone laid out in horizontal
rectangular courses as is done now on walls

opus dafricanum — massive horizontal and vertical blocks of smaller blocks
opus caementicium — use of concrete mostly in Classical times

opus testaecum — use of a concrete core wall with brike or tile facing
opus incertum — use of bricks joined together by cement irregularly

opus réticulatum — “net-like work” — use of bricks of equal shape and size
opus vittatum — use of long and short masonry blocks on walls

opus vermiculdtum — mosaic on the interior of walls



roofs of the house
o tégulae — subrectangular, slightly tapering tiles for rooving
o imbricés —tubes cut in half lengthways for covering flanges on the sides of
the the tegulae
floors of the house
o pavimentum - floors of the poor — stones, bricks and tiles pounded together
and leveled by a havy rammer (fistica)
o furnace with pipes that went under the floor or through hollow floor tiles
were used to heat rooms with chimneys
o opus sectile — patterned floor surfacing
o opus signinum — waterproof lining for cisterns
larés et penatés — household gods (/ar: cupboard god; penatés: gods of ancestors)
dining couches (lecti tricliniarés) in the triclinium

lectus medius lectus medius
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lectus imus

lectus imus
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Source: Harold W. Johnson’s Private Life of the Romans, p. 205
(modified by me for names, letters, and numbers)

locus summus — “the highest place”
locus medius — “the middle place”
locus imus — “the lowest place”

locus consularis — place of honor for the consul
—the locus imus of the lectus medius

place where the host sat, next to the consul
—the locus summus of the lectus imus
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Roman Attire
e inditus — clothing that is put on
o tunica récta — bride’s tunic

o tunica angusti clavi — knight’s tunic — “tunic with a narrow border”

o tunica lati clavi — senatorial tunic — “tunic with a wide border”

o stola —woman’s full dress/outer garment

o palla —woman’s shawl-like garment worn outdoors

o lacerna —a common mantle or cloak made of wool which sometimes had a
hood (cucullus)

o trabea —first name for the military cape — cloak worn by augurs with purple
and scarlet stripes

o sagum —later more common name for the heavy military cloak

o palddamentum — a general’s cloak

o paenula — rain coat with a hood (cucullus)

o laena —a heavy woolen cloak

o abolla — a heavy woolen cloak worn by poor people for sharing

o brdcae — breeches or shorts worn by foreign and uncivilized peoples
e amictus — clothing that is wrapped around
o toga praetexta —toga with a purple border worn by boys and curule
magistrates
o toga virilis/pdra/libera — man’s toga assumed on the Liberalia when a young
man turned 16
toga candida — chalked-white toga worn by candidates running for office
toga pulla — black wool toga worn at funerals by mourners
toga picta — colored or painted toga worn by triumphant generals
toga exigua — short, simple toga
synthesis/vestis cénatoria — bright dinner garment worn to banquets
o endromis — bathrobe, robe worn after exercise
e shoes and footwear
o calceus —regular tied shoe mde of leather always worn with the toga
o sandalium — general term from sandal or slipper
o solea —sandal or slipper worn only indoors except during meals
= soleds poscere — “to demand one’s sandals” — to prepare to leave
o caliga —boot worn by soldiers
o mulleus/calceus patricius — red shoe with an ivory or silver crescent moon
(lunula) worn by curule magistrates (originally worn by patrician’s only)
o pérones —shoes with untanned black leather worn by the poor and equités
o sculponeae —wooden shoes worn by peasants
e other terms related to the clothing of the Romans
o anulus —ring
monile/torquis — necklace
armilla — bracelet
margarita — pearl (a woman’s favorite jewelry)
pilleus — conical felt cap worn by laborers and freedmen
petasus/causia — broadrimmed, sombrero-like hat of foreign origin
apex — conical, pointy hat worn by the flaminés
subligaculum —underwear

O 0O O O O

O O O O O O O
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mamillare — band of soft leather worn under the breast by women (bra)
strophium — bra or sash-like band of soft leather worn under the breast
zona/cingulum — girdle worn around the waist
fibula — brooch or pin used by women to keep a tunic in place
instita — flounce or wide border sewn to lower hem of stola
fasciae — strips of woolen cloth

» feminalia — strips worn around the upper leg (from femur)

= tibialia — strips worn around the lower leg

= ventralia — strips worn around the body

=  focalia — strips worn around the neck, scarves/neckties (from faucés)

vittae/taeniae/fasciolae — ribbons

réticula — nets

sinus — fold in a toga used as a pocket
umboneés — folds that cold be used as a hood

cinctus Gabinus — way of wearing the toga over the head for religious reasons
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Roman Food, Meals, and Agriculture

28

pork was the choicest of all domestic meals
exta — flesh furnished for banquets
o heart, liver, and lungs were the share of the priest (rest consumed on altar)
dormouse — a great delicacy in Ancient Rome
seafood — piscis (fish)
o tyrotarichus — salted and dried fish (tarichos), eggs, and cheese (or spices)
o garum/liquamen — fish sauce from sturgeon or mackerel
= fish is slightly cooked in sea water & fermented for several months
pressing and preparation of the olive
o mola— mill (trapétum —a more elaborate type of mola)
o meta—lower millstone
o catillus — upper millstone (from catinus)
o torcular/preculum — press used to make the olives
o amurca — dark and bitter liquid composed of the impurities removed from
the pressing of the olive used as fertilizer
o pressings of the olive
= first pressing — olive oil used for cosmetics
= second pressing — olive oil used for cooking
= third pressing — olive oil used as fuel for lamps
o oleum (olivum) — olive oil
mala — fruits (malum — apple)
o malum Persicum — peach
o malum Panicum — pomegranate
o malum Armeniacum — apricot
o malum Corinthum — currant
panés — (circular loaves of) bread
o panis siligneus — best bread made of pure wheat flour
o pdanis plébéius — common bread made of coarse flour and/or bran
O panis castrénsis —army bread
o panis sordidus — dark bread
O panis rasticus — country bread
herbae pulmentariae — pot-herbs (hortus holitérius — vegetable garden)
puls — porridge — mushed far with water
drinks — potis
o aqua - water
O mustum — grape juice
= dodlium — vat-like jar used to ferment mustum into wine
= vindria cella — cell for fermenting wine where jars were left uncovered
for nine days
o vinum —wine
= gcétum —vinegar
= vappa — tasteless wine/vinegar
o mulsum —honeyed wine (four parts wine, one part honey)
o mulsa —honeyed water (one part honey, two parts water)



meals and such
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ientaculum — breakfast

meridiatio — midday siesta

prandium — lunch

céna — dinner
= gustatio/prémulsis/gustus/antecéna — appetizer
= fercula — main course
= secunda ménsa — dessert

e offerings and prayers done before this this part of the meal

merenda/vesperna — supper

convivium — banquet/drinking pary
comissatio/compotatié — drinking party
umbrae — unwelcomed guests

common foods the Romans did not have
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rice, pasta, potato, corn, sugar

tomatoes, oranges, bananas, strawberries, raspberries
chocolate, coffee, tea

distilled spirits

farming and country life
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colonus — tenant farmer
pergula — framework for growing vines, trellis; booth or stall
aratrum — plough — fields were to be ploughed twice
= first time straight, second time sloping
Cato’s rules of farming
= 1. plough well
= 2. plough well
= 3. manure well
types of gardens (horti)
= xystus — personal garden (with flowers — roses, lilies, and violets)
= hippodromus — garden for driving or riding
= gestationés — gardens for walking or being carried in a lectica
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Roman Entertainment
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follés — balls filled with hair, feather, or air
e trigon — catch, played with three people and two balls (or as many as possible)
o had two officials — one kept score and the other returned stray balls to the
players
e [atrunculi — “little bandits” — chess
e duodecem scripta — “twelve tables” — backgammon
e calculi—checkers
e micatio — game similar to Italian mora
e tali—knucklebones of a sheep or goat — five are thrown and caught on the back of
the hand kind of like jacks — also used to refer to dice
e tesserae (aleae) — four sided dice that lacked the numbers 2 and 5
o fritillus — dice-box from which the dice were thrown
o Venus — highest throw — all different numbers (6,4,3,1)
o Sénio — middle throw — six and three others (6,x,x,x)
o Vulture — lowest throw — all the same number
(1,1,1,1)(3,3,3,3)(4,4,4,4)(6,6,6,6)
o Dogs — lowest of the vultures —(1,1,1,1)
e munera — private games
e |adi— public games
e the Roman theater
o ludri scaenict — dramatic performances in a theater
o dominus gregis —manager in producing a play
= grex —troupe of inferior actors
o orndmenta — props necessary for a play
o proscaenium/proscénium —front line of the stage
= behind it was the scaena/scéna — the stage for actors
= before it was the cavea for spectators
o praecinctio — semicircular passage in the middle of the audience
= divided the audience into maenidna — groups of rows
e maeniana were then divided vertically into cuner by stairs
o vela —awnings that protected from rain or sun
e the Roman circus (circus — circle, ring)
o ladr circénsés — chariot races
o factionés — chariot companies/factions (originally 4)
= russata —red
= albata — white
= veneta — blue
= prasina —green
= Domitian then added two more (purpurea — purple & aurea — gold)
o porta pompae — starting gate
= carcerés — “prisons” — starting gates — like stables where the chariot
drivers waiting fot the race to begin
o porta triumphalis — ending gate
spinae — “backbone” —the center part of the circus
o metae —pillars or turning posts
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curriculum — one lap around the circus
missus — full seven lap race around the circus
ova et delphini — “eggs and dolphins” marble in those shapes to count laps
o auriga/agitator — chariotdriver (usually a freedman or slave)
venationés — beast hunts
naumachiae — mock naval battles
theaters and amphiteaters
o caveae — banks of rows
» Infima/ima cavea — lowest section (first five rows at Pompeii)
* media cavea — middle section (next twelve rows at Pompeii)
= summa cavea — highest section (highest eighteen rows at Pompeii)
Colosseum/Coliseum — Flavian Ampitheater
o openedin 80 AD
munera gladiatoria — gladiator fights
sagina gladiatoria — special food for gladiators
rudis — wooden training sword given to gladiator
porta Libitinénsis — narrow passage for carrying the dead
maenidana — sections of rows
= maenianum 1 —first fourteen rows behind podium for equestrians
= maenianum 2 — for ordinary citizens
=  maenianum 3 — pillars — lowers classes, foreigners, and slaves
= open gallery above maenianum 3 was used by women
o gladiatorés/gladiatorii — gladiators
= rétiarius — fought with a net (réte) and trident (fuscina)
= andabata — fought blindfolded
murmillé/mirmillé — had a helmet with a fish crest
= esseddrius —fought in a war chariot
= pestiarius — fought wild animals
= tjiro — rookie gladiator
dimachaerus — fought with two daggers
lagueator/laquearius — fought with a lasso (laqueus)
= guctoratus — volunteer gladiator
Thrax (Thracian) — had short shield (parma) & grieves on both legs
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= Samnite — had thick sleeves on the right arm (manicae), greaves on his

left leg, and a visored helmet
e fought with a short sword and a long shield (scatum)
e hoplomachi — Samnites often pinned against Thracians
e secltorés — Samnites often pinned against rétiarir
= palus primus — “first sword” — highest ranked gladiator
= palus secundus — “second sword” — next highest ranked gladiator
=  missus — spared gladiator
o lanista/doctor — gladiater trainer
o céna libera —banquet for gladiators day before exhibition
o prolusié —sham combat with blunt weapons that began the show
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Roman Baths
e balneum — public bath (plural balneae)
e thermae — largest type of baths that had the features of the Greek gymnasia
e testudo — metal heater used to heat water in the baths
e alveus — hot water tank
e Jabrum/solium — basin of metal for showers
e capsarius — slave who rubbed oil, scraped it off, and handed the bather his towel
e parts of the Baths
o apodytérium — dressing room
tepidarium — warm-watered room
cal(i)darium — hot-watered room
frigidarium — cold-watered room
unctérium —rub down and oil room
lacénicum/siadatérium — sweat room
destrictarium — body scraper room
= strigil —tool used to scrape the body
palaestra — exercise courtyard (mainly for boxers and wrestlers)
gymnasium — training yard for athletes in general
natatio — large swimming pool open to the sky and surrounded by porticos
piscina — small fish pond or pool
exedra — pavilion for sitting
stadium — running track
scholae — halls for traveling lecturers
bibliothéca — library

O 0O O O O O

O O O O O O O O

32



Roman Occupations

amanueénsis/librarius — secretary

apparitorés — public servants (i.e. scribes and lictors)
argentarius - banker

carnifex — butcher

caupo —innkeeper

chirdrgus — surgeon

discobolus — discus thrower

fullo — fuller, laundry man

insuldrius — custodian of an apartment house (insula)
Iéné — pimp — sold female slaves for immoral purposes
mango — wholesale dealer — seller of slaves
métator — surveyer

ndntius — messenger

nutrix — nurse

pictor — painter

piscator — fisher

pistor — bread baker — crushed spelt into puls

o

corpus/collégium — guild of bread bakers

prima rudis — fencing master

puablicanus — tax collector

scriba — scribe

sutor — shoe maker

tabelldrius — mailman (slave)

tonsor — barber

topidrius — ornamental gardener — hedge trimmer and ivy grower
vigilés — watchmen, firmen, policemen

Traveling and Road Building

types of carts and wagons

o
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basterna — lectica with 2 mules instead of carriers

pilentum — four-wheeled, two-horsed cart for vestals and priests

carpentum — two-wheeled, two-horsed cart for vestals and priests
petoritum — cart used for baggage, slaves, and also to carry spoils in triumph
carriica — luxurious traveling cart with a bed

raeda — large and heavy, four-wheeled cart with either two or four horses
cisium — quick, light, two-wheeled, two-horsed, uncovered cart

agger (viae) — the mound on either side of the road
sémitae/marginés — footpaths or sidewalks

glarea — gravel that would replace stones on cheap roads
déversoria — private stopping places along a road
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Correspondence
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tabellarius — slave who sent mail

codicilli/pugilarés — book hinges for tablets used for letters
stilus/stylus/graphium — ivory/metal instrument for writing on tablets
calamus — reed pen

atramentum —ink

linum —thread for sealing a letter

schedae — letters written on sheets of paper

codex — modern-style book

palimpséstum — reused parchment or paper

umbilicus — the pole about which a scroll is bound

cornua — knobs on ends of umbilicus

titulus — small strip of paper with the name of the work attached to the knob
capsa/scrinium — wooden box that held scrolls

céra —wax used to seal a letter

signum — seal used to enclose a letter

armdria — cupboards that could sometimes hold books



Magistrates and Important Political Officials

Roman Office

consul

praetor

cénsor

aedilis curiilis
(curule aedile)

aedilis plébis

(plebeian aedile)

quaestor

tribtnus plébis

(plebeian tribune)

pontifex maximus

dictator

Chosen by

comitia
centuriata

comitia
centuriata

comitia
centuriata

comitia
tribata

concilium
plébis

comitia
tribata

concilium
plébis
comitia
tribata

senatus
(senate)

Responsibilities

Acted primarily as commanders
of military forces, presided over
meetings of the Senate and
implemented its decisions
Acted as supreme civil judge

Took censuses of property, kept a
register of all citizens and assigned
them to their centuries, controlled
public morals and could expel
senators, prepared lists of members
of the Senate, had the right to take
judicial proceedings against citizens
suppressing information about their
property, supervised the leasing of
public land, decided on new
construction, and awarded
government contracts
Administered public buildings and
archives and were in charge of the
maintenance and repair of public
buildings, of markets, of the
annona, and of public games and
festivals

Administered public buildings and
archives and were in charge of the
maintenance and repair of public
buildings, of markets, of the
annona, and of public games and
festivals

Maintained public records,
administered the treasury
(aerdarium), acted as paymasters
accompanying generals on
campaigns, were financial
secretaries to governors

Presided over concilium plébis,
could veto any act by any
magistrate or any assembly
Exercised control over the entire
state religion, regulated calendar,
oversaw Vestal Virgins,
administered laws of adoption,
testament, and succession

Had supreme military and judicial
authority, although other
magistrates remained in office

Number and
Duration
2 elected
annually

2 (then 6)
annually
1, 18 months
(but elected
every 5
years)

2 elected
annually

2 elected
annually

4 (then 10)
annually

1, 6 months
(only in crisis)

Notes on Age

36 originally,
then changed
to 42 later

around 40

around 36

around 36

27 originally,
then changed
to 30
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e Other officials

o consul ordinarius — consul who entered at the beginning of the year
consul suffectus — a consul chosen to replace another consul mid-term
magister equitum — dictator’s assitant — master of the cavalry
praetor peregrinus — dealt with foreign affairs
praetor urbanus — sheriff or “city praetor”
proconsul — governor of a province
propraetor — extended praetorship
senator — senator (old men whose main power was to advise)

= cdria —senate house (comitia cariata — oldest assembly)

e Magisterial Terms

o cursus honérum — course of honor: quaestor = praetor = consul
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O suo annoé —term that describes a man who completed the cursus honérum in

their first year of eligibility

o novus homo — man who did not have previous members in their family hold

office (particularly a consulship)
o intercessio —right to veto held by tribunes
o fascés —bundle of rods surrounding an axe — symbol of power
= fascés were carried by lictors (lictorés)
e praetors were accompanied by 6 lictors
e consuls were accompanied by 12 lictors
e dictators were accompanied by 24 lictors
o comitiae and the concilia (committees and assemblies for voting)
= comitia cdriata — oldest assembly — met only as a formality
= comitia centuriata — elected major offices
= comitia tribata — elected minor offices
= concilium plebis — elected plebeian offices

The Roman Army
e pedités —foot soldiers/infantry men
o legio — legion —largest unit — 3600 men (6000 before the time of Caesar)
o cohors — cohort — a tenth of a legion
o manipulus — maniple — a third of a cohort
o centuria — century — half a maniple — 60 men (100 originally)
e quxilia —auxiliary troops
o levis armatdrae pedités — light-armed foot soldiers
o funditorés — slingers (fundae — slings)
o sagittarii —bowmen/archers
o equités — cavalry men
= dla—asquad of 300 equités
= turma — a tenth of an ala — 30 men
= decuria — a third of a turma — 10 men
e army officers
o dux—commanding officer or general — after his first important victory he
became imperator (the commander-in-chief)
o légati—legates / staff officers — next in rank to dux
o tribani militum — military tribune —six to a legion
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centurionés — centurions and captains — noncommissioned plebeian officers
who were experienced on the battlefield

praefecti — prefects — commanded the auxiliaries of cavalry

decurionés — decurions —commanded the decuriae

military equipment and clothing

o
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sagum — a woolen cloak for severe weather which can also be used as a
blanket

caligae — leather boots with heavy hobnailed soles, fastened on by straps
Iorica — leather breastplate with metal bands

galea — leather or metal helmet often ornamented with a crest

scutum — a curved, rectangular shield

pilum — throwing javelin or pike

gladius — heavy, two edged sword

military standards
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aquila — eagle — the standard of the legion made of silver or bronze mounted
on a pole carried by the aquilifer.

signum — standard of a cohort or maniple carried by the signifer.

véxillum — rectangular banner or flag — standard for the auxiliaries

battle formations
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aciés triplex — triple battle line — usual battle formation of a legion
= prima aciés — first line — 4 cohorts of experienced soldiers
= secunda aciés —second line — 3 cohorts stationed 150 feet behind the
first line — relieved the wounded or fallen soldiers of the first
= tertia aciés — third line — last 3 cohorts
signals in battle
= tuba —trumpet — a straight instrument, three feet long, of metal
= corni —horn —a large curved instrument of metal

marching formations
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agmen —the main column of legionary troops
primum agmen — the vanguard consisting of scouts, cavalry squads and light-
armed infantrymen
novissimum agmen — the rear guard consisted of the least experienced
impedimenta — baggage that followed the legion, carried on pack animals or
wagons — food, etra weapons, clothing, artillery, tools, etc.
sarcina — personal knapsack of a soldier

= mpeditus — refers to when a soldier was wearing his sarcina

= expeditus — refers to when a soldier was not wearing his sarcina
iter — average day’s march covered 15 miles from sunrise to noon

The Roman Camp
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castra — camp — built after a day’s march for retreat — rectangular in shape
portae — gates at opposite ends of each street — four total

fossa — a ditch or trench dug around the camp

agger —a mound or embankment surrounding the entire camp and
constructed from the earth dug out for the fossa

vallum — rampart — a defensive wall made of the agger and a row of strong
wooden stakes or palisades driven in at the outer edge of the agger
tabernacula — soldeirs’ tents made of leather and holding 10 men each
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o tessera — military password used to get into the camp
o vigiliae —the four “watches” into which the night was divided
=  prima vigilia — 6 PM to 9 PM
= secunda vigilia —9 PM to 12 midnight
= tertia vigilia — 12 midnight to 3 AM
= quarta vigilia —3 AM to 6 AM
e Military Operations
o agger —sloping plane made of earth, stones and logs — gradually lengthened
to be the same hight and depth as the wall of the city being attacked — used
as a means of approach and for moving up siege machines
o ariés —a battering ram
o testlido — a protective screen formed by the overlapping of shields held in a
tortoise-like fashion
o tormenta — artillery
= pallista —a machine for hurling heavy stones and blocks of wood
= catapulta — hurled large arrows and javelins
= scorpio — light catapult for hurling stones and darts
e Roman Ships
o navis longa — a battleship propelled by oars and sails
= rostrum —the “beak” of the ship used for ramming other ships
= of these ships the most common was the trireme which had three
banks of oars
O navis onerdria — transport ship
= broader and much slower than a battlehsip
= carried soldiers, horses and provisions
= propelled chiefly by sails

Roman Religion
e pontifices — pontiffs — had overall control of the state religion
o pontifex maximus was head of the pontiffs
e qgugurés — augurs — elected for life
o only priests authorized to take the auspices (read and interpret signs from
the gods to find out if a proposed course of action had divine approval
= signs from the gods mostly by observing the flight patterns of wild
birds or the feeding habits of captive birds such as chickens
= auspices were taken before any major event, such as a voyage or
battle
e haruspex — plural haruspicés — priest who interpreted entrails of sacrificed animals
e flaminés — priests appointed to serve particular deities
o flamen dialis — priest of Jupiter
e fetialés — priests present in dealings with foreign nations and were particularly
concerned with the rituals involved in declaring war and making treaties
e salit—“leaping” or “dancing” priests of Mars
e qaugustalés — priests for the worship of emperors
e vestalés — virgin women who were incharge of the worship of Vesta at her temple
o Vestal Virgins must be between the ages of six and ten years at choosing
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o if proven unchaste, a Vestal Virgin would be buried alive
o tenyears to learn their duties, ten to perform them, ten to teach youths
régia — residence of the pontifex maximus
larés compitalés —the lares of the crossroads
larés & penates — household gods
o lar—family god
o penatés —cupboard gods
maneés — spirits of the dead
genius — divine spirit — represented by a bearded snake

Roman Funerals

idsta facere — to perform funeral rites
collégium funeraticium — a burial societiy
o patrénus/-a —honorary member of a society
fanus acerbum — “bitter funeral” — involved no ceremony and was for the death of
small children
fanus plébéium — plebeian funeral that had no public parade
puticuli — 25 foot deep grave pits on the Esquiline hill
pomérium — boundary line for city of Roman within which no one could be buried
cenotaphium — empty tomb
sepulc(h)rum — room inclosed in a building for burying the dead
columbarium — “dove cote/pigeon house” — a family tomb that had many inside
o urns were kept in niches on the walls of the columbarium
o gradds —rows of niches
o ordinés — columns of niches
o titulus — marble above the nich with the name of the dead
sarcophagus — a sarcophagus on a podium for dead bodies
cépotaphium — garden tomb
bistum/rogus — funeral pyre
ustrina — places for burning bodies and where ashes were collected and dried
olla—urn or jar
ossudrium — jar to put bones in
conclamatio — formal oration given by the oldest son of the deceased
lectus funebris — “death bed” — all of the deceased’s insignia worn by him while alive
were placed on this couch
désignator/libitinarius — undertaker
“Ollus Quiris léto datus...” — said before a funeral procession by a public crier
imaginés were taken from alae and given to actors
laudatio — funeral oration given in the forum by a public authority
néniae/naeniae — funeral songs or poems
o sung by female relatives or hired female mourners (praeficiae)
os resectum — ceremonial bone that was buried if the rest of the body was cremated
céna novendialis — feast held after nine days of mourning
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